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REMARKS 

Reconsideration is requested. 
Claims 1, 3-8 and 10-24 are pending. 

Claim 1 has been amended to clarify the intended interpretation of the claims as 
expressed in the Remarks of the Amendment dated February 21 , 2006. 

Specifically, the Examiner has previously indicated on page 8 of the Office Action 
dated October 20, 2005 that now-canceled claim 2 contained allowable subject matter, 
the applicants revised claim 1 in the Amendment of February 21 , 2006 in a manner 
which they believed clearly included the details of allowable claim 2 in to claim 1, to 
place the application in condition for allowance. The applicants have further revised 
claim 1 above to confirm that the claimed invention defines a glutamine-auxotrophic 
human cell transfected with (a) an exogenous DNA sequence encoding a protein or an 
exogenous DNA sequence capable of altering the expression of an endogenous gene 
encoding a protein, and (b) an exogenous DNA sequence encoding a glutamine 
synthetase, wherein these exogenous DNA sequences (a) and (b) are located on more 
than one DNA construct, said transfected cell capable of producing said protein and 
capable of growing in a glutamine-free medium. 

The present Amendment is not believe to raise new Issues requiring further 
search and/or consideration. Entry of the Amendment is believed to place the 
application in condition for allowance. Entry of the Amendment and a Notice of 
Allowance are requested. 

The above amendments are submitted to obviate the Section 102 rejection of 
claims 1. 3, 7-8, 10, 12 and 19 over Mollis (U.S. Patent No. 6,750,041) "as evidenced 
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by" Abbas (Cellular and Molecular Immunology, 2"** Edition, 1994, W.B. Saunders Co., 
Philadelphia, page 92). Moreover, the above amendments are submitted to obviate the 
Section 103 rejection of claims 1, 3-8, 10-13, 16 and 19-24 have been rejected as 
allegedly obvious over WO 99/05267 (Brandt) in view of Pu (Molecular Biotechnology 
1998, Vol. 10, pp 17-25). Finally, the above amendments are submitted to obviate the 
Section 103 rejection of claims 14-15 and 17-18 over Brandt, Pu and Hermentin (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,096,555). 

Entry of the present Amendment and a Notice of Allowance are requested. The 
Examiner is requested to contact the undersigned in the event anything further is 
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required. 



Respectfully submitted, 



NIXON & VANDERHYE P.O. 
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